THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
tion of the dangers which should prevent those who are engaged in
the high conduct of the war from having to make too many speeches
about what they think is going to happen or would like to happen
or what they intend to try and do. All the more is this habit
important when we have to deal not only with our own affairs but
with those of other great allied or associated nations.
Here I may perhaps be pardoned for making an observation of
a somewhat encouraging character. We are no longer alone. Little
more than a year ago we seemed quite alone, but, as time has passed,
our own steadfast conduct, and the crimes of the enemy, have
brought two other very great States and nations into most intimate
and friendly contact and concert with us. Whether we look to the
East or whether we look to the West, we are no longer alone.
W;hether we look at the devoted battle lines of the Russian Armies
or at the majestic momentum of United States resolve and action,
we may derive comfort and good cheer in our struggle which,
nevertheless, even if alone, we should carry on inflexibly, unweary-
ingly, and with steadily increasing resources. The fact, however,
that at every stage we have to consider the interests of our Russian
Ally and also the outlook, wishes and actions of the United States,
makes it all the more necessary, imperative even, that I and my
colleagues should be particularly careful about any pronouncements,
explanations or forecasts in which we might otherwise be tempted
to indulge. I feel sure that the House of Commons, which is the
solid foundation of the British war effort and which is resolved to
prosecute the war as sternly and implacably as did our forerunners
in bygone days, will expect and require from the Ministers who are
its servants a particular measure of caution and restraint in all
their utterances about the war.
We have climbed from the pit of peril on to a fairly broad plateau.
We can see before us the difficult and dangerous onward path which
we must tread. But we can also feel the parallel movement or
convergence of the two mighty nations I have mentioned, Russia
and the United States. We feel around us the upsurge of all the
enslaved countries of Europe. We see how they defy Hitler's
firing parties. Far away in the East we see the faithful, patient,
inexhaustible spirit of the Chinese race, who also are battling for
home and freedom. We are marching in company with the vast
majority of mankind, all trending, bearing, forging, steadily forward
towards a final goal which, though distant, can already be plainly
seen.
When we reflect upon the magnitude of modern events compared
with the men who have to try to control or cope with them, and upon